Home Magazine - home - June 14, 2015 - Page #28

1}

Securlty

Comfort

@ ¢

Lights

&

http://homemagazi ne.newspaper direct.convepaper/services/ OnlinePrin...

ON TH

JADE GAILBERGER

hen it comes to
home automation,
many questions
can arise, like why
should I automate
my home? What are my
options? How big will my
budget need to be?
We spoke to Sam Hart
from SA Home Automation
for the top considerations.

What are the options when it
comes to home automation?
Sam Hart: For years, the only
option when it came to home
automation was to run
additional wiring throughout
your home that led to a
central controller.

This obviously made
installing a home automation
system in an existing home
very difficult, especially old
homes with single brick
internal walls. The materials
and labour were also costly,
and when the automation
system was obsolete you were
left with a lot of unused wiring
in the walls.

That’s where the benefits of
wireless systems come in.
They don’t require any

Installing a home
automation
system need not
be a daunting
prospect

additional control wires and
can be easily installed,
removed or upgraded into any
home. Although original
wireless systems were slightly
unreliable in comparison to
wired, most new wireless have
been significantly improved.

Do I need a big budget?
SH: The biggest thing that
stops most people from
looking into a home
automation system is
thinking it must be
excessively expensive.
This is not always true.
Certain brands of home
automation can cost well into
the tens of thousands for a
fully installed system.
However, many of the new
wireless brands are aiming to
bring a more affordable option
to home automation.
A fully installed system to

control an average sized home
could cost as little as $4000
and can often be installed by
aregular electrician.

However, Sam does
recommend researching the
capabilities of the system you
intend to install.

“You'll find that a cheaper
home automation system can
sometimes exceed the
capabilities of a more
expensive one,”
he says.
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| Love my home - it's me!
0.2.0.0.8.¢

The whole exercise was a dream come true. Format

totally understood what | wanted and it was important
to them.

A perfect home to live in
2.2.0.0.6 ¢

We have just moved in our new house built by Format
Homes. The whole experience was a joy. From the staff at
the office to the supervisor and all the trades.

Hassle-Free builder
Yok ok K

| happened to enter a Format Homes display at lightsview
and from then the building journey was so smooth.
Excellent salesman service, price was within my budget and
aboveall the quality of standard inclusions were great. | Had
recommended my brother to build with Format and he has
started now. Also highly recommend anyone else

Itis a good feeling
2.2.2.9.8.¢

from A to Z their service and staff where there all the way
but most important is the finished product, in one word
QUALITY. | never felt like | was just another contract to
build, they treated me as a person and they never lost that
respect for me as a client. | would recommend Format
Homes. Thank you to all the team at Format Homes.

To view all of our reviews and testimonials,
visit PRODUCTREVIEW.COM.AU
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On Display at Seaford Meadows “More than just satisfied"
See our display homes at: Springwood Lightsview Seaford Meadows St Clair St Clair
Mon, Wed, Sat, Sun & Public Campbell Circuit Gawler East. The Strand Northgate. Seaford Rd. Crompton Dve. EdenSt.
Holidays 1:30pm-5pm Trevor 0409 672 344 Terry 0411715934 John 0418 803 797 Siva 0420 249 301 Steven 0437700136 lan 0427 222 000
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1e What exactly can I control?
There are so many home
automation systems now
available, Sam suggests the
best starting point is deciding
what you intend using the

1 system for.
SH: Some systems are great
for controlling the lights in

a your home but can’t control
anything else. However, it is
possible to get a system that is
able to control everything
from lighting to windows,

curtains, blinds and
appliances, airconditioners,
irrigation systems, home
entertainment systems,
security cameras and more.
Quite often the most versatile
systems are also the cheapest.

Do I want a system aimed at
DIY or one that can only be
touched by licensed installers?
SH: You will find many types
of home automation systems
on the market, such as Clipsal,
C-Bus, Crestron, RTi or
Philips Dynalite. But they can
only be installed or modified
by a licensed installer.

This means if you want to
make a change to your system,
such as your porch light
coming on when your roller
door opens, it will require a
licensed technician to come
out and make the change.

This suits some people who
do not want to touch their
system for fear of breaking it.
But there are a number of
tech-savvy people who like to
fiddle, making changes to their
system themselves.

For these sorts of people,
asystem aimed at DIY such
as Z-Wave or Zigbee may be
abetter option.

Do I have to automate the
whole home at once?

SH: Most people who geta
home automation system
seem to start with the home
theatre. That usually happens
by default because people
want that ‘wow’ factor.

Atthe lastjob I did, we
started with the home theatre
then moved to the hallway,
kitchen, outdoor roller blinds
and ensuite — that’s the beauty
of wireless home automation.
You can dip your toe in with a
small installation to see if you
like it, then simply add to it as
you go along.

WINTER SOLUTIONS

The worst thing about winter
is coming home to a cold
house after a long day and
having been caught in the rain.

But many home
automation systems can pair
with climate controllers so you
can turn on your home
heating when you leave the
office or from anywhere in the
world with tablet-compatible
controllers.

Blind and curtain motor
controllers are also available
so the windows automatically
close if it starts to rain.
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LIGHT UP
Nikles Pearl Luce showerhead, $841, and
arm, $210, Reece, reece.com.au
From Swiss shower specialist Nikles' range
of innovative showerheads, the Pearl Luce
has LED lighting for ambience and
you can vary the shower spray from the

take it out of the shower too! unique round showerhead. Very cool.

ART BATHROOMS

A new twist on technology means singing
in the shower or bath doesn't mean
you need to listen to the sound of your own voice.
Listen to your fav beats via bluetooth technology.
Plus, there's integrated ambient lighting - and even
the toilet is getting smart

Kohler's Moxie Showerhead and
Wireless Speaker, from $290, Routleys, o
82913000, routleysonline.com.au
The Moxie pairs to Bluetooth and
plays up to seven hours of music.
The sound is amazing and the
removable speaker means you can
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Kaldewei Soundwave bath
audio system, from $1435.
Available through Routleys.

SMART TOILETS
Toilets are becoming more intuitive - think remote
control functions, including washing and
drying capabilities and even a night light.
Roca Inspira toilet, POA, Reece., reece.com.au
Roca The Gap toilet, POA, Reece, reece.com.au
Features a rimless pan, free of grooves or gaps, for

- asuperior clean and better hygiene.
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McCubbin 2 Storey from $154,600 on display at Pooraka

At Sarah Homes we design homes to enhance the way you live
with more open space for sharing family life or entertaining
and more natural light for a warm, relaxing ambience with
smaller power bills. How do we achieve this? By using the latest
building materials in an imaginative way. And, because they're
more inventive, these materials can be used to create more
stylish homes. With over 50 designs and prices starting from
under $100,000, you'll be surprised how affordable it is to put
more life and style into your lifestyle.

83018333 sarahhomes.com.au

/ICIORLARBOR; SARAH HOMES DISPLAY VILLAGES ARE OPEN:

ALDINGA BEACH: Mon & Wed 1pm - 5pm. Sat, Sun & Public Holidays Tlam - 5pm.
MILE END: Mon-Fri 9am - 5pm. Sat, Sun & Public Holidays Tlam-5pm.

OLD NOARLUNGA: Every day Tlam-5pm.

POORAKA: Every day Tlam-5pm (entrance off Diagonal Road)

VICTOR HARBOR: Every day Tlam-5pm. swoss

PORT ELLIOT RD.
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